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our left—thanks in part to the want of resolution and activity
of our cavalry—and regain the Bagdad road. The pursuit,
such as it was, came to a halt at Aziziya, half-way between Kut
and the capital, and the Turks were given time to prepare a
new stand behind the Diyala river. But Maude's great
superiority in numbers—he had now four lavishly supplied
and well-armed and equipped men to every one ill-furnished
and half-starved foeman—enabled him to pass a strong turning
force over the right bank of the Tigris, and drive it past the
west of the Diyala line on the left bank straight upon Bagdad.
The enemy, attacked simultaneously in front, carried out
another skilful retreat and was again permitted to escape, but
he could not save Bagdad, which was entered in triumph on
March nth.
Our next task was to deal with the Turks who had halted
at Mushahida, only some twenty miles north of the city, and
thrust them further back. A vigorous frontal attack soon settled
this problem and compelled them to a hasty retreat; their force
on the Euphrates was also compelled to retire beyond Falluja, so
that we now had sufficient space to move and manoeuvre and
could turn attention to the situation in the Jabal Hamrin
mountains north-east of Bagdad. Here a Russian column,
advancing from the Caucasus south-westwards, was driving
back before it a weak Turkish corps, which it seemed might be
taken between two fires by an advance on our part across the
range to Khanikin. But the enemy put up a stout resistance
in the mountain passes and thrust troops across the Diyala
to cover the retreat of the detached corps ; these successfully
held us up long enough to allow it to slip away along the southern
face of the range and regain touch with the main army. By
April the scene of operations had shifted to the valley of the
Adhaim, where an attempt to cut off and deal with the isolated
Turkish corps there ended, not with its destruction, but with
its retirement to the shelter of the mountains, and Maude
thereafter transferred the bulk of his force to the south bank of
the Tigris, scoring a smart success at Istabulat. The enemy
force from the Jabal Hamrin, which had meantime moved down
the Adhaim river to threaten his right, hurriedly fell back once
more to the foothills, not without inflicting severe damage on
the pursuers, who pressed too eagerly on its heels.
There now ensued a pause in the operations during the
summer, but the autumn campaign opened with two brilliant
little victories. On the Euphrates the Turkish force at Ramadi
was attacked, enveloped, and entirely destroyed in one of the most
satisfactory little actions of the campaign, as well fought as
planned. The Turkish main body on the Tigris, standing to

